
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Laura Hanson       

Department: Theater and Dance     Phone Number: (618) 650-3366 

E-mail Address: lahanso@siue.edu                              Campus Box: 1777 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
7-9 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   THEA 460 Advanced Design Projects 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 2 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  
Dunham Hall. 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The student will work as Assistant Costume Designer on the musical, The Drowsy Chaperone, which is a joint 

production of the Department of Theater and Dance and the Music Department. The student assistant will help with 

researching the period of the 1920's, including clothing appropriate for the characters in the show. Student will also 

assist with researching sources, procuring and constructing costumes, and creating appropriate accessories like hats 

and shoes. Student will be a part of the whole design process, attend design and production meetings, dress 

rehearsals, and fittings as schedules permit. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Student will be responsible for period research, pulling costumes from stock, assisting at fittings, creating costume 

accessories, assisting patternmaker as a first hand, stitching and trimming costumes. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

The student will take part in the entire process of design for a theatrical production, including all the steps that 

precede the actual making of the costumes in the costume shop. This includes early concept/design meetings, 

working within a budget, sources for procuring costumes, fabric suitability for a design, period research, patterning 

and construction of costumes, creating appropriate accessories, creating a costume bible, and collaborating with 

other members of the creative team. My most recent URCA assistant in 2015 felt the experience was so valuable and 

education, she nominated me for the Creative Activities Mentor of the Semester Award, which I received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Not necessarily specific hours, but much of the work will be during regular costume shop hours, weekdays until 5 or 

so. 

  

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Preferably the Introduction to Costume Design and Technology, THEA 160. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

   Need sewing ability. 

 

 


